ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
ThinkTank's TYA Playwrights Festival is a developmental
program dedicated to providing a working forum for
progressive and forward-thinking TYA productions for
today’s theatres.
The goal is a collaborative workshop, giving our audiences
larger exposure to new works, as well as offering playwrights
an opportunity to get feedback during the development
process. This year's finalists were selected from more than
300 plays submitted from across the county.
TYA - Theatre for Young Audiences

ABOUT GEN NEXT
The pieces selected for our Gen Next Festival are
short plays by high school-aged playwrights from the
Tampa Bay area, one of the many ways ThinkTank
dedicates itself to uplifting the next generation of
theatre artists.

Important Messages
from ThinkTank
P L AY W R I G H T TA L K B A C K
After you’ve enjoyed each play, remain in your seat to meet
the playwright! Our playwrights will join us for a “talk back”
after each show, providing audience members an
opportunity to ask questions and learn more about the play
and playwright.

T I C K E T D O N AT I O N S
Thank you for joining us for the 2021 Playwrights Festival!
Through the generous support of our sponsors and donors,
we are pleased to present this festival at no cost to our
guests. We welcome your donations in any amount to help
ThinkTank continue to do what we do! Please see a
ThinkTank representative in the lobby today for more
information.

T H A N K Y O U TO O U R D O N O R S
The Arts Council of Hillsborough and the Hillsborough
County Board of County Commissioners, The Gobioff
Foundation, Palma Ceia Fit Body, The University of Tampa
Physician Assistant Program, Dark Door Spirits, and
ThinkTank Theatre Board of Directors - Melanie Smith, Laurel
Grammig, Tammy Roque, Amy Tupper, Ryan Sturm, Georgia
Mallory Guy and Jessica Scruggs.

PRODUCTION TEAM
Festival Director
Ryan Bernier
Producing Artistic Director
Georgia Mallory Guy
Lighting Designer
Jo Averill-Snell
Assistant to Festival Directors
Madison LeVine

Stay tuned for one of our next projects!

Sheeeeets!

WTFox?

Can(t) Relate
a comedy

Written and Devised by Molly Healy
and ThinkTank's Young Artists' Ensemble

Shittake!

Directed by
Molly Healy

Martha
Forker!

CREW
Germaine Shames
Jessy Julianna
Ryan Sturm
Carly Kuck
Layla Kuck
Chelsea Gomez

Playwright
Director
Stage Manager
Assistant Director
Assistant Stage Manager
Dramaturg

CAST
Kaylee Tupper Miller
Jaime Giangrande-Holcom
Lillian Almodavar
Blake Smallen
Brittany Bramwell

Sam
Chloe
Celestina
Damian
Hypnotherapist

Learn about Germaine
Shames in the biography
section of this program.

CREW
Matt Harmon
Brendan Ragan
Jessie Dorsey
Sofia Pickford
Caswell Shamblin
Brianna Larson

Playwright
Director
Stage Manager
Assistant Director
Assistant Stage Manager
Dramaturg

CAST
Noah Perez
Emily Belvo
Landon Green
Colleen Cherry
Derrick Phillips
Jadon Milne
Brilee Gold

Mendal
Liba
Eli
Beggar
Soldier
Shmuel
Shlomo

Learn about Matt Harmon
in the biography section
of this program.

CREW
Carly Kuck
Ryan Bernier
Harrison Baxley
Brilee Gold
Kaylee Tupper Miller

Playwright
Director
Stage Manager
Assistant Director
Assistant Stage Manager

CAST
Sydney Reddish
Jamey Feshold

Mac
Sam

Learn about Carly Kuck
in the biography section
of this program.

CREW
Ava Shimmel
Ryan Bernier
Harrison Baxley
Brilee Gold
Kaylee Tupper Miller

Playwright
Director
Stage Manager
Assistant Director
Assistant Stage Manager

CAST
Sydney Reddish
Jamey Feshold
Layla Kuck
Sofia Pickford
Carly Kuck
Noah Perez

Mom/Teachers/Cashier
Various Teachers
Claire
Aria/Amazing Aria
Marty the Smarty
Max/Magician Max

Learn about Ava Shimmel
in the biography section
of this program.

CREW
Noah Perez
Ryan Bernier
Harrison Baxley
Brilee Gold
Kaylee Tupper Miller

Playwright
Director
Stage Manager
Assistant Director
Assistant Stage Manager

CAST
Sydney Reddish
Jamey Feshold
Ryan Bernier
Jadon Milne
Maddie Levine

Susan/Waitress
Ted
Arthur
Elliot
Amelia

Learn about Noah Perez
in the biography section
of this program.

FESTIVAL DIRECTION

Ryan Bernier
Festival Director
Ryan is a Flo-grown actor and director coming to
you all the way from Detroit, MI. He has
performed all over the Tampa Bay Area with
companies like Stageworks Theatre, Tamp Rep, St.
Pete Shakes, and Hat Trick Theatre. He has previously served as
the head writer for Some Sort of Show and as the co-artistic
director of ThinkTank Theatre. Currently, he is in his second year
at Wayne State University as a candidate in their M.F.A acting
program. Ryan would like to thank his friends, family, and cat for
their unending support. Thank you for supporting new works!

Georgia Mallory Guy
Producing Artistic Director
Georgia is a co-founder the Producing Artistic
Director of ThinkTank Theatre, and couldn’t be
more thrilled that this TYA Playwrights Festival
made the voyage from idea to reality. In addition
to her work with ThinkTank, Georgia is also a professional
actor/director whose regional credits include: Milwaukee Rep.,
Orlando Shakes, Pittsburgh Irish and Classical, Palm Beach
Dramaworks, Florida Rep., American Stage, freeFall, Jobsite,
Stageworks, Tampa Rep., Banyan, A Simple Theatre, ThinkTank,
The Show Palace, Monomoy and Festival 56 among others.
Georgia is currently an adjunct professor for Centenary University
and has been fortunate to also serve as an adjunct at the
University of South Florida, Ohio University, a Guest Artist at Troy
University’s Summer Spotlight. She is a proud member of Actors’
Equity. Originally from Prattville, AL, Georgia attended Troy
University, where she earned degrees in Music Education,
Communications/Theatre, and a minor in Vocal Performance.
Georgia earned her MFA in performance from Ohio University’s
Professional Actor Training Program. She currently goes back and
forth between Florida and New Jersey and has a very loving,
handsome, and supportive husband, Traveis, some amazing
puppies – Cooper and Bailee, and her old kitty cat - Sophie.
IG – georgiathatguy, IG – thinktanktya, Twitter @georgiathatguy,
@ThinkTankTYA

PLAYWRIGHTS

Matt Harmon
Playwright, Exhibits in the Zoo
Matt Harmon (he/him) is a playwright and theatre
facilitator currently living in Royal Oak, Michigan.
His dramatic works examine structural violence
and global tragedies through the lens of intimate,
and often familial, relationships. He is the co-founder of
Playwriting for Peace, an applied theatre initiative that uses drama
to prevent security force recruitment and promote mutual
understanding among youth, and is currently a Program Assistant
for Sofa Stories Detroit, a participatory theater project that aims to
empower young Detroiters who have experienced homelessness.
He is a recent graduate from the University of Michigan with a BA
in International Studies and a Minor in Playwriting.
While at the University of Michigan, his 10-minute comedy
POURED OVER received a full production during the RC Players’
Evening of Scenes. His one-act play EXHIBITS IN THE ZOO, which
follows a mute Jewish boy as he attempts to express his
imagination while evading persecution in the Warsaw Ghetto,
received a Distinguished Achievement Award at the 2019
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival. It also
received a development slot as well as a staged reading in the
Blank Space Workshop’s inaugural season. EXHIBITS was
awarded a Roy W. Cowden Memorial Fellowship through the
Hopwood Program at the University of Michigan.
His first full-length play STILL LIFE tackles the precarious nature of
bankruptcy during the 2008 economic recession, tracking the
similarities and differences between two single mothers and their
daughters over the course of one dinner. STILL LIFE underwent a
three-month development workshop through the University of
Michigan School of Music, Theatre and Dance and was slated to
receive a full production before COVID-19.
His solo performance piece GOAT SONG attempts to reconcile
the tension between the past and the present through the story of
an indie singer-songwriter’s comeback album. The play was the
2020 Mazumdar New Play Competition Winner in the Digital
Category at Alleyway Theater in Buffalo, NY where it received its
world premiere.
Matt is an alum of the Kennedy Center Summer Playwriting
Intensive.
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Germaine Shames
Playwright, Year of Thirteen Moons
Germaine Shames, a Kilroys List playwright and
recipient of her state’s Literary Fellowship in
Fiction, is author of the award-winning novels,
Between Two Deserts and You, Fascinating You.
Writing under the pen name Casper Silk (Hotel Noir, Echo Year),
she has been compared to F. Scott Fitzgerald, Graham Greene
and P.D. James “on steroids”.
A former Theatre major, Shames began writing for the stage in
2014 and was instantly smitten. In 2017, the playwright
celebrated the New York City premiere of her musical comedy,
Anna Karenina Lives!, and the selection of her drama-thriller, The
Degenerates, for Williams Street Rep’s LAB New Play Series, and
in 2018, the premiere of her protest play, Nasty. Shames' biodrama, The Higher Love, winner of three national workshop
competitions, was slated to premiere in Phoenix as part of Now
and Then Creative Company's 2020 season. Her musicals, If the
Spirit Moves (with composer Erin Murray Quinlan) and The
Manifesto (with Nadav Amir-Himmel), premiered at Theatre
Elision in 2019 and 2020 respectively. She is honored to have
her play, Year of Thirteen Moons, form part of ThinkTank's 2021
TYA Playwrights Festival.
In addition to her original plays, Shames has made a mission of
adapting and re imagining classic 19th and early 20th-century
novels for the stage with an emphasis on works either by women
or with strong women’s roles and relationships. Her D.H.
Lawrence adaptation, The Virgin and the Gypsy, formed part of
the 2018 Festival of New American Theatre at Phoenix Theatre
and was a finalist in the Liz Smith Reading Series. A second
Lawrence adaptation. The Lost Girl, won Starlight Theater’s 2019
Playwriting Contest and was subsequently produced by the S.
Devon Players. Her Emile Zola re-imagining of The Masterpiece
was a finalist for the Trustus Playwright Award, and her radical
Nathaniel Hawthorne adaptation, The Scarlet Letter (Bible Belt,
1965), for LOCAL Lab. To date, the playwright has also adapted
multiple works by Edith Wharton and Aldous Huxley.
Katherine Monberg, Literary Manager of Arizona Theatre
Company (LORT-B), Arizona's state theatre, has written of
Shames, "Germaine is a playwright of both depth and
innovation, able to craft layered and complex characters amidst
dramatic structures that both celebrate and defy traditional
literary approaches. One of the most compelling things about
Germaine and her writing is her ability to give voice to the
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important conversations of our contemporary world in a unique
yet accessible context, embracing and exploring the intangible,
compelling spark that makes stories and characters come alive."
As a librettist and lyricist, Shames collaborates with awardwinning composers in musical theatre, opera, choral and
popular music. Her songs have been performed
across a spectrum of venues and events in such cities as New
York, Paris and Washington, DC. Her opera, The Bird Lady (with
Timothy Miller), will premiere at OperaAvant later this year.
Shames holds a Master’s degree in Intercultural Studies. Her
writing reflects the breadth of her worldview and fascination with
the interplay of cultures, often drawing on events and settings
from her sojourns abroad.
Her work has earned her residencies at the Fundacion Valparaiso,
Wildacres Retreat, New York Mills and Yellow Bird Artscape, three
professional development grants from the Arizona Commission
on the Arts, an Editor's Choice Award from the Historical Novel
Society, and a scholarship to the Writers Center at the University
of Arizona.
Still growing, still striving, Shames believes in happy endings. It’s
all about love.
Website: http://germainewrites.wixsite.com/buzz
New Play Exchange:
https://newplayexchange.org/users/2551/germaine-shames
Reviews of Note: https://youtu.be/qJ19KgDOIdA
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/germainewrites

DIRECTION

Jessy Julianna
Director, Year of Thirteen Moons
Jessy Julianna was born and raised in Puerto Rico
where she began pursuing theatre. Living in
Florida since she graduated from high school in
2007, she was president for her troupe of the
International Thespian Society. She received her BA in TheaterPerformance from the University of South Florida in 2012 as a
Theater Performance major. Some of her acting and singing
performances have included Betty in All in the Timing(HCC), Wife
in Blood Wedding (HCC), Woman 3 in Einstein’s Dreams (Jobsite
Theater), Phoebe in As You Like It (Jobsite Theater), Dorine in
Tarfuffe (Tampa Repertory Theatre), Yolanda in How the Garcia
Girls Lost Their Accents (Stageworks Theatre),Veronica in The
Motherf*cker with the Hat (Stageworks Theatre) and most recently
the role of Maria Teresa in In the Time of the Butterflies
(Stageworks). In the fall of 2013 she was chosen as one of
Creative Loafing’s 20 Under 25 Promising Young Artists. She is
very excited to have the opportunity to work with Think Tank
Theatre as a director. She wishes to thank her three children Noel,
Esperanza, and Arianna, her esposo Cencio, her familia, and
God. Without them nothing would be possible.

Brendan Ragan
Director, Exhibits in the Zoo
As a founding Artistic Director of Urbanite Theatre
in Sarasota, Brendan has directed the regional
premiere productions of Sender, The Feast,
Wakey, Wakey, The Drowning Girls, Echoes and
Breadcrumbs. Most recently, Brendan wrote and directed the
world premiere of Urbanite’s immersive drama Safe House and
created the one-man audio drama Conceal &amp; Carry by Sean
Christopher Lewis. Regional directing credits include the Odyssey
Play Festival, Hermitage Artist Retreat, American Stage, and the
FSU/Asolo Conservatory’s production of Reckless (Handy Award,
Best Director). For Single Carrot Theatre in Baltimore, Brendan led
the world premiere productions of La Muñeca, Illuminoctem, and
A Short Reunion.

CAST & PRODUCTION

Jo Averill-Snell is delighted to work with ThinkTank Theatre again.
Audiences may have previously seen her lighting design in other
shows here at StageWorks, or at Jobsite Theater, the Straz, Tampa
Rep, HCC Ybor, freeFall, or Urbanite Theatre.
Lillian Almodovar is excited to be performing the role of Celestina
in ThinkTank’s production of 13 Moons. She was most recently
seen as Zoila and Isabelle in the Stageworks production of The
Lady from Havana. Her acting credits include roles in, Food court,
También soy Latina: Anecdotes of an Afro-Latina, and Covid y
Cultura, produced by The Outcast Theater Collective. Lillian is
grateful for this opportunity and thankful for the support and
encouragement from her friends, family and husband, Michael.
Harrison Baxley has just graduated from USF with a degree in
Theatre Arts. He is an actor, playwright, social media manager
and anything else Georgia might ask him to be. BroadwayWorld
once called him “Just fine”. ThinkTank audiences may recognize
him as Jean Passepartout in Around the World in 80 Days. He
now runs ThinkTank’s social media and marketing programs. He
sends love and thanks to his girlfriend Sydney and their cat Elio.
Emily Belvo started her acting career with Eckerd Theater
Company, a touring children's theater group dedicated to
educating children of all ages. Emily has acted in the Tampa area
for the past 11 years and has worked with such companies as Hat
Trick Theatre Productions (The Odd Couple: Female Version, Wait
Until Dark), Tampa Repertory Theatre (The Children's Hour,
Hamlet), Stageworks Theatre (Morningside), and Jobsite Theater
(Doubt, As You Like It). Emily is excited to be a part of her first
ThinkTank Theatre project.
Brittany Bramwell is excited to be performing as the
Hypnotherapist in Year of Thirteen Moons. She is 22 years old
and has just graduated from USF with degrees in Theatre
Performance and Communications. Brittany is grateful for the
opportunity to be involved in ThinkTanks TYA Playwriting Festival.
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Colleen Cherry is a St. Pete based actor and Artistic Associate at
Jobsite Theater.Theatrical credits:SHOCKHEADED PETER (Jobsite),
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE (American Stage); LIZZIE (Jobsite);
BLITHE SPIRIT (Stageworks); THE THREEPENNY OPERA and
SILENCE! (Jobsite Theater/Straz Center); MY FAIR LADY (Asolo
Repertory Theatre). She is passionate about new play
development having spent several summers performing in MCC’s
FreshPlay Festival in New York City, serving as the committee chair
for American Stage’s 21st Century New Play Festival for its first
four years, and was the guest curator for Gainesville Players 2021
playreading series.
Jessie Dorsey is a freelance Production Stage Manager in Tampa
Bay. She holds a B.A. in Theatre Arts from USF and an M.B.A
from Saint Leo University. She is currently pursuing her Doctorate
in Educational Leadership while working full-time for HCC’s
financial aid department and being a full-time dog mom. In her
nonexistent free time, Jessie plays a myriad of video games, writes
fiction novels, plays D&D, cosplays, and is teaching herself to play
the ocarina. Jessie has stage managed for a variety of local
companies since 2012, including USF and Show on the Road.
Jamey Feshold has had the honor of bringing life to the stage for
the last decade. Telling a variety of characters, stories, and
lessons that pull on the heartstrings and leave an audience
laughing. He's so proud to be a part of the Next Gen theatre
festival because he believes that the most important stories are the
ones being written into life now, capturing the heart of the world
as it exists today and offering a brief glimpse of the evolution of
storytelling and the future of theatre that is to come.
Jaime Giangrande-Holcom is thrilled to be working along side
the wonderful people of Think Tank once again. She is a Brooklyn
native and a graduate of USF’s School of Theater and Dance. She
has been performing, directing, stage-managing and teaching in
the Bay area for last 20 years as well as theaters throughout New
York and Orlando. Some of her other favorite performances
include the American Premier of When We Were Singing, The
Rocky Horror Show, Comedy of Errors, Noises Off, Guys and
Dolls, Gorey Stories, Return to the Forbidden Planet and 5
Lesbians Eating a Quiche. She is also Artistic Director of the
sketch comedy troupe Some Sort of Show. She would also like to
thank her family, friends for their love and support and her
amazing and disgustingly talented husband Chris and two little
girls for being her biggest supporter. M.T.L.I
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Brilee Gold (YAE Company) is thrilled to be performing in the TYA
Playwrights Festival with Think Tank Theatre. Brilee will be a Junior
at Steinbrenner H.S. where she is a member of Center Stage.
Brilee has most recently performed in Mamma Mia at Patel
Conservatory and as the adorable Woodstock in Snoopy the
Musical! Her most memorable roles to date include Lina Lamont
(Singing in the Rain Jr.) and Asaka (Once on this Island Jr.). When
not in the theater rehearsing, Brilee spends her free time at the
dance studio, show hopping with friends and gaming. Brilee is an
NHS inductee, Theater Certification Student at Patel Conservatory
and a proud member of Think Tank YAE.
Chelsea Gomez studied Theatre at the University of Florida,
where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree. She has worked
within the Tampa nonprofit community for nearly a decade and
has been an avid supporter of the Tampa theatre community even
longer. She is grateful for the opportunity to foster and encourage
the next generation of young artists and theatre-goers.
Landon Green is a local actor and entertainer; graduating from
USF, receiving his MFA from West Virginia University, working for
nearly every professional theatre company in the Bay Area, and
being seen walking around in costume and on stilts for various
entertainment venues.
Carly Kuck (YAE Company) is a sophomore, and part of troupe
6299 at Alonso highschool. She is also a student at The Patel
Conservatory. Her most recent shows are Mamma Mia, Side by
Side, and The Little Mermaid. Carly loves directing, writing, and
playing the cello as well as acting.
Layla Kuck (YAE Company) Layla is delighted to be a part of the
TYA Playwrights festival as a performer and assistant stage
manager. Layla is a junior at Alonso Highschool where she is a
member of NHS, A national honors thespian in troupe 6299 and
a musical theater certification student at the Patel conservatory.
Her most recent productions were Mamma Mia Patel
Conservatory and the Little mermaid at Alonso Highschool. One
of her favorite roles was playing band and Lisa in disaster the
musical at Alonso Highschool. Layla is a proud member of
ThinkTank TYA and hopes you enjoy the festival.

CAST & PRODUCTION

Brianna Larson is the founder and artistic director of Theatre
eXceptional, a company that produces work for, about, and
including artists with disabilities. She also produces the annual
4x6 FEST, a 24 hour play festival that has produced over 40 new
short plays. Brianna graduated with a BFA in Theatre from the
Tisch School for the Arts at New York University in 2013. Since
then, She has performed and produced work in New York City; St.
Louis, MO; Dublin, Ireland and Tampa Bay. She is a Jeff Norton
Dream Grant recipient and was named one of Creative Loafing’s
“25 under 25” in 2015.
Madison LeVine (YAE Company) is excited to be working with
ThinkTank Theater once again on such an exciting project as the
Playwrights Festival! Madison is a rising Junior at Blake High
School and a member of the Young Artists Ensemble at ThinkTank
Theater. She is so grateful for all of the new theatrical experiences
she has been provided through ThinkTank and she hopes you
enjoy the festival as much as she has enjoyed being a part of it.
Finally, Madison would like to thank her friends and family for
their endless support and love. Now sit back, relax, and enjoy!
Jadon Milne (YAE Company) - Jadon Milne is a sophomore and
member of the Performing Arts team at Bayshore Christian School
in Tampa where, over the past several years, he has played the
roles of Horton (Seussical, Jr), Pumbaa (The Lion King), Jack (Into
the Woods) and Bart (Mary Poppins). He most recently played the
lead role of Father in Children of Eden at BCS. Jadon is a former
student of Patel Conservatory where he attended musical theatre
classes and played “The Mayor” (Seussical, Jr). Jadon is excited to
begin his work with YAE. When not rehearsing, Jadon enjoys
playing guitar and keyboard, video gaming, and hanging out
with his friends.
Noah Perez (YAE Company) is a junior at Blake high School
majoring in theater performance. He comes from a coral
background attending all state and all county choirs. He has been
blessed with many opportunities, the most recent being The
musical Putnam County Spelling Bee at Blake High school. Noah
also wrote his very first one act entitled Strawberry Clouds and
intends to continue writing plays alongside preforming.

CAST & PRODUCTION

Derrick Phillips is coming back to the stage to read this amazing
play with ThinkThank Theatre. Derrick has been seen on the local
stage for the past few years with American Stage, Jobsite Theatre,
Tampa Rep, Stageworks, ThinkTank, TY2, Tampa Shakespeare
Festival, and hopefully nothing he forgot. He has received an
award from Creative Loafing for Best New Face in theatre, as well
as an award for Outstanding Actor in a play for his role in The
Aliens. Derrick and his wife, Maggie, are also musicians that have
performed at the Florida Folk Festival with some amazing friends
in the theatre community. He is the father of 3 wonderful children
(1 only 3 months old) and supported by the strongest woman he
knows and is grateful that we can all finally come together again
safely to witness some art. Look to see Derrick in an upcoming
show at Jobsite Theatre next spring……..keep your ears open
because this is one that he has been thinking about for years.
Sofia Pickford (YAE Company) - Sofia Pickford is a rising junior at
Alonso High School, a board member of troupe 6299, and a
longtime student at Patel Conservatory, where she is pursuing her
theatre certification. Her most recent credits include Mamma Mia,
Snoopy, And The Little Mermaid. She has recently won best
overall in the Dali Museum fashion program and enjoys sewing in
her free time. She’s danced since the age of three and has always
loved the performing arts. She is so excited to perform in the
playwrights festival, her second production with YAE!
Sydney Reddish is an actor, singer, deviser, and cat mother.
Sydney has just graduated with her B.A. in Theatre from the
University of South Florida and has just completed her intensive
training with Anne Bogart and SITI Company ensemble. While at
USF, Sydney was in several mainstage productions including She
Kills Monsters (Evil Tina), Virginia Woolf’s Orlando (Orlando),
and Measure for Measure (Lucio). You can catch her in Turkey
Creek Collective’s (I Am) Nobody’s Lunch at the end of July. She
is so excited to work alongside the fantastic ThinkTank ensemble
and celebrate some new works at the TYA Playwright’s Festival!
Caswell Shamblin (YAE Company) is a senior at Blake high
school. They have been involved with thinktank for 3 years and
are thrilled to be involved with the playwrights festival. They have
recently been cast in their dolls production of Putnam County
Spelling Bee as Leaf.
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Blake Smallen is a senior at the University of South Florida
majoring in theatre arts and mass communication. He is 21 years
old and was last seen on stage in 2019 as Ernst Ludwig in USF’s
production of Cabaret. Blake is an actor, musician, writer, singer,
and Starbucks barista. He is excited to join ThinkTank’s talented
ensemble for the TYA Playwriting Festival.
Ava Shimmel is a 15 year old from Tampa Florida. She has been
performing on stage since the age of 2. This is her first fully
written production with this festival being her motivation to finally
get it done. Ava has dyslexia and wanted to produce her play to
fully showcase the struggles and thought processes that she
herself goes through everyday. She has been an avid enjoyer of
theater and creative writing since she could perform it herself. She
would like to send a special thanks to her friends and family for
all of the support.
Ryan Sturm WELCOME ALL! Ryan is so excited to be a part of this
project – this is at the very heart of ThinkTank Theatre and he
couldn’t be prouder to be on board! Ryan was last seen right here
in ThinkTank’s Snoopy as Charlie Brown; served as the Stage
Manager for TTYA’s Holiday Festivus Variety Show Spectacular;
has appeared in multiple TTYA productions; and, has played in
the sandbox with the wonderful folks at Stageworks Theatre
(Avenue Q) and Jobsite Theater (Silence! The Musical, The
Threepenny Opera). Thanks to friends, family, and KRL. Much
peace and love, all! www.ryansturmvo.com
Kaylee Tupper Miller (YAE Company) This is Kaylee’s second show
as a member of TTT’s Young Artist Ensemble, having just closed
“Snoopy” in May. A rising Sophomore at Bayshore Christian, she
has been performing since age 4!! Favorite roles include
“Dorothy” in the Wizard of Oz and “Charlie Bucket” in Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (STCFTA) and ensemble work
in Newsies and Showstoppers ’19 & ‘20 (Patel Conservatory).
She’s also done two professional plays with Stageworks Theatre
(Brownsville Song: B-Side for Trey & Wait Until Dark)!! Kaylee is
honored to bring ‘Sam’ to life in “Year of Thirteen Moons” for
ThinkTank Theatre’s Inaugural Playwright’s Festival.
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